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Economy Scrutiny District Centres Subgroup 
 
The Future of District Centres - Key Lines of Enquiry 
 
Centre Geography/Hierarchy 

1. What are the levels or types of centre that should make up Manchester’s 
centre hierarchy?  How many centres should there be at each level? 

2. How do Manchester’s current centres sit in this hierarchy – which centres are 
where? 

3. How should changes in the hierarchy/geography be managed (changes in the 
size of centres, emergence of new centres and decline of others)?  Where are 
new centres needed? 

 
Role and Function of Centres 

4. The initial conclusions from the Institute of Place Management suggest that 
most of Manchester’s District Centres are focused on a convenience offer, 
which suggests a more local catchment.  All the centres in the north and east 
of the City present challenges (either underperforming or not acting as true 
centres).  What does the City need from these centres to underpin 
regeneration plans? 

5. The work being undertaken by the Institute of Place Management will focus 
on four centres.  Moston Lane, Gorton, Chorlton and Wythenshawe Town 
Centre cover a range of centres (location, types and performance).  Are these 
the right choices? 

6. What mix of uses should be supported/encouraged within (different types of) 
centres?  What is the future role of retail, and how should uses that are 
perceived to be harmful be managed? 

7. Should centres’ night-time functions be supported, and how should these be 
managed?  Are there Manchester centres that should promote their night-time 
activity? 

8. Where are the opportunities to promote housing growth in Manchester’s 
centres?  Should we proactively seek housing in centres where demand is 
likely to be high (such as Chorlton and Didsbury)? 

9. How can centres support a growth in employment opportunities?  Which 
centres offer best potential for a start-up offer? 

 
The Role of the Council/Public Sector 

10. What are the key public service developments that should be directed to 
centres, and to which centres should these go? 

11. How should the Council engage with partners, including identifying potential 
new investment models that will underpin sustainable centres and 
relationships that enable effective community action?  Are there centres with 
more active or engaged communities? 

12. What should the Council be doing to support the development of sustainable 
centres, particularly in the north and east of the City?   

 


